
 Why is it important to our farm 
members or ourselves that our farm is a 
member of FRESH?
	 Most obvious to our subscribers is 
the availability of partial reimbursement for 
the cost of a yearly share through wellness 
programs offered by HMOs such as Group 
Health Cooperative, Deancare and 
Physicians Plus.  Their willingness to cost-
share is based on the bona fides provided 
by a group like FRESH that its member farms 
are providing a certain standard of quality 
and consistency in the vegetable shares they 
offer. The visibility provided through the 
FRESH website is an important point of 
access of member farms to the public.  The 
group also acts as a repository for the years 
of experience of its growers, of potential 
value to younger members and those first 
starting out in CSA, whom we actively seek 
to mentor...(Continued on page 2)

A Testimonial

Do you farm within 100 miles of Madison? If so, join FRESH and 
help promote your business and a healthy, sustainable way to farm!

 FRESH Food Connection 
is a group of farms in southern 
Wisconsin sustainably 
producing vegetables, fruit, 
meat, eggs, cheeses, canned 
goods, wool, and other farm 
commodities.
 Our farms operate based 
on the Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) model, 
inviting customers to purchase a 
yearly or seasonal share of our 
production. Vegetable and 
egg/dairy shares are typically 
provided weekly or bi-weekly, 
and other types on a more 
occasional basis.
 As farmers seeking to 
produce in harmony with nature 
and with the least 

environmental impact, we sign 
onto a sustainability pledge* 
that enumerates the principles 
we follow. Farms that also have 
organic certification are noted 
in the member farm list.
 As a group, we are 
organized democratically, 
following a collective decision-
making process and chartered 
as a cooperative in the state of 
Wisconsin, with membership 
tiers allowing both farmers and 
the wider public to join. We 
also act as a growers guild, 
encouraging communication 
and information-sharing 
between farmers in order to 
hone our professional skills.

*See our sustainability pledge at 

www.freshfoodwisconsin.org

Member farms offer a wide range of share 
options from vegetables, eggs, flowers, to 
meat shares.

FRESH FOOD CONNECTION 431 NORTH BALDWIN STREET MADISON WI 53703
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t’d But even more important, in our view, are the following.   
 FRESH provides solidarity and resources to the very smallest CSAs which can't afford the expense of organic 
certification.  (And we should be supporting small farms since they have the greatest potential to operate sustainably 
– soil can be looked after more closely and more work can be done by hand or with animals, reducing both soil 
degradation and fossil fuel consumption.)  FRESH farmers commit to being held to their growing standards by their 
members, therefore putting into practice the sort of economic transparency that is essential to any just and sustainable 
system of production. And FRESH provides an example of democratic self-organization and collective decision-making 
so that farmers may come together for mutual aid, to advocate for their concerns, and to debate the issues involved 
in returning agriculture to a sustainable activity, environmentally, socially and economically.   
	 	 	 -Robert McClure and Erin Schneider (Hilltop Community Farm)

Benefits to 
becoming a CSA 
Producer-member of 
FRESH:

	 -Democratic governance
	 and collective decision
	 making

	 -Marketing visibility
	 through our website
	 and events

	 -HMO rebates to your
	 CSA members (currently
	 available to participants
	 in GHC, Deancare and
	 Physicians Plus, and
	 applies only to
	 vegetable-shares)

	 -Access to the pooled
	 expertise of your CSA
	 farming colleagues
	 through the FRESH
	 Forum and	professional
	 development events

	 -Mentoring for less
	 experienced farmers

Interested in 
becoming a Producer-
member?

Application 
Process
Download a copy 
of our application 
from the FRESH 
website and return 
it to us either 
electronically or by 
standard mail. 
Once the 
application is received the New Grower 
Committee will review your application and 
contact you to set up a farm visit. 

Application deadline
Applications will be accepted on a rolling 
basis from January 1st through September 
1st, with priority given to those farms that 
apply on or before July 1st. Remember, we 
must have time to schedule a farm visit 
before the end of the season to see your 
farm in operation before we can approve 
your membership application.

Farm Visit
Visits typically last one to two hours and we 
try to schedule them at a time that is least 
disruptive to your operation. Expect two to 
three FRESH member farmers at the visit. 
These farmers will report back to the New 
Grower Committee, which will then make a 
recommendation to the current 
membership.

Date of Acceptance
New farms will be invited to the Autumn 
general membership meeting, typically the 
second Sunday afternoon of November. 

We offer membership 
levels for both CSA 
farmers and the 
general public.

Supporting-Members
FRESH always needs help with a variety of 
tasks and projects.  If you support the goal 
of helping organize small farmers, contact 
us and request to become a Supporting 
Member.  There is no fee for Supporting 
Members, but we ask that you either make 
a donation, work on a committee, or both.

Producer-Members
Farms may apply to become CSA Producer-
members if they meet the following criteria:

 • Make at least some part of their 
income from providing CSA 
shares which they produce on 
their own land (rented or owned) 
in accordance with the Pure Food 
Pledge

 • Farm in the state of Wisconsin, 
within a 100 mile radius of 
Madison.


